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POS Progress
This chronicle is not exhaustive, but rather it highlights notable decisions, developments, events and milestones since the initial stages of Perkins IV implementation. 
BEFORE THIS GRANT PERIOD BUT ESSENTIAL TO GETTING US TO TODAY

May 2007

· ISBE, ICCB and OCCRL conduct and facilitate regional meetings to a) envision and formulate plans for systemic change, restructuring and improving practice, and b) identify policy changes that will enhance CTE programs statewide. Over 150 participants representing secondary and postsecondary education attend the five regional meetings and OCCRL director Debra Bragg reported results to the state. 

May 2007 – December 2007

· OCCRL reviews websites of all 50 states to searching for useful implementation practices, standards and evaluations of Programs of Study. OCCRL staff also identifies 18 states to contact and conducts phone interviews with state leaders in nine states. 

· ISBE, ICCB and OCCRL invite secondary and postsecondary educators to advise the state, consider findings from the regional meetings and OCCRL research, and provide feedback for the development of a state plan. 

· The POS State Planning Team consisting of staff from ISBE, ICCB, OCCRL, and ICSPS is convened and continues to meet regularly regarding the development and implementation of POS. 

· Set Annual & Long-term Project Goals and Programs of Study Roll-out Schedule 
January 2008 – May 2008

· Illinois’ state plan for Perkins IV was released to the public and ISBE and ICCB conducted public hearings to receive feedback. The final version of state plan was submitted to the Department of Education.

· Illinois officially adopts the Career Cluster Framework developed by the States’ Career Clusters Initiative (www.careercluster.org)

· ICCB and ISBE agree to rename partnerships from Tech Prep to Partnerships for College and Career Success (PCCS); FY09 PCCS grant guidelines are released.  

· ISBE and ICCB decided on first clusters to roll out: Health Services and Manufacturing

· ICCB compiled a list of questions generated from the CTE regional meetings held April 10, 14, & 18, 2008.
· ICCB, ISBE and OCCRL agreed that we need to ensure state staff are communicating with each other and on appropriate listservs.
· Determined a need to document the process of the nursing demonstration project in the northern and southern regions and the manufacturing project at ICC
June 2008 – August 2008

· ISBE, ICCB and OCCRL release An Introduction to Illinois CTE Programs of Study marking a milestone of the office introduction of the Career Cluster Framework and Illinois’ Programs of Study under the new Perkins IV legislation. 

· OCCRL introduces initial draft of the six POS Guiding Principles and corresponding Design Elements for state staff review.
September 2008 – December 2008

· OCCRL with the assistance of ICSPS create six work groups consisting of secondary and postsecondary educators, administrators and state staff to review, comment and revise the Guiding Principles and Design Elements.

· ICCB releases the Pathway Development Team (PDT) Guidelines

· The Programs of Study Self-Assessment is distributed at the Forum for Excellence.

· First Self-Assessment workshop December 10th, 2008

January 2009 – Present

· IBSE and ICCB agreed to work together with Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) to roll-out IT and TDL as next Programs of Study. 
· ISBE and ICCB agreed to begin with the States' Career Clusters Initiative (SCCI) pathway level knowledge and skills and will use the national templates. The templates will be revised as needed with input from the field. 
· ISBE and ICCB agreed to work on developing an improved communication plan. 
· Updated revisions of Guiding Principles and Design Elements based on feedback from the six work groups are released on the OCCRL website.

· Second Self-Assessment workshop February 9th, 2009

· First and Second Webinars – Principle One 01.15.09 and Principle Two 02.19.09

· March 24 Pathway Development Team Kickoff Meeting.
· ICCB staff revised existing Directory of Programs brochure to align with the State’s adoption of the 16 National Career Clusters.  The brochure can be used as a marketing tool with secondary schools and others outside the community college system to promote awareness of local community college program offerings. Staff  plan to distribute copies of the brochure to a variety of audiences, including community college academic officers and advisors, secondary schools and the Partnerships for College and Career Success network, and workforce partners.

· ICCB staff completed the revision of the existing Career & Tech Ed section of the Online Directory of Programs Database to better reflect Cluster-Pathway-Program of Study organizational structure and to better support other related projects (ICCB Programs of Study Brochure and Programs of Study website).  The online directory provides information on what degree and certificate programs colleges locally offer within clusters, pathways, and programs of study. 

· ICCB staff completed work on the Illinois Programs of Study website to be used as a tool for statewide, regional, and local information as it pertains to Programs of Study development and implementation within the state.  The website can be accessed at http://ilprogramsofstudy.org  The website is linked with the Online Directory of Programs (as mentioned above) and allows individuals to access information pertinent to program offerings at any of the 48 community colleges within the state.

· The State of Illinois selected two more clusters (Information Technology and Transportation, Distribution and Logistics) in which programs of study development will be explored.  Applications have been accepted and selection of Pathway Development Team members will occur soon.

Deliverables

Professional Development Activities

Regional meetings to explain the new Partnerships for College and Career Success (PCCS) grant guidelines (April, 2008)
2008 Forum for Excellence (September) http://www.icsps.ilstu.edu/services/other_resources/Forum2008/forumagenda.shtml
Self-Assessment Workshops http://occrl.ed.uiuc.edu/Projects/perkins_seminar/SAworkshop.asp
December 10th, 2008, February 9th, 2009, May 9th, 2009 and June 11th, 2009 Webinars 

http://occrl.ed.uiuc.edu/Projects/perkins_seminar/
January 15, 2009: Webinar #1 Leadership, Organization and Support 

February 19, 2009: Webinar #2 Access, Equity and Opportunity 

March 12, 2009: Webinar #3 Alignment and Transition 

April 9, 2009: Webinar #4 Enhanced Curriculum and Instruction 

May 14, 2009: Webinar #5 Professional Preparation and Development 

June 11, 2009: Webinar #6 Program Improvement and Accountability

Resources

POS Related Websites

ISBE
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/career/default.htm
ICCB

http://www.iccb.org/cte.html 

http://www.ilprogramsofstudy.org
Office of Community College Research and Leader​ship (OCCRL) Programs of Study 
http://occrl.ed.uiuc.edu/Projects/perkins/
Illinois Center for Specialized Professional Support (ICSPS) http://www.icsps.ilstu.edu/index.shtm
Power Point Presentations

An Introduction to Illinois CTE Programs of Study Power Point presentation (June, 2008) http://occrl.ed.uiuc.edu/Projects/perkins/files/POSpowerpoint.pps
Programs of Study Power Point for Counselors (January, 2009) http://occrl.ed.uiuc.edu/Projects/perkins/files/WorkingDocuments/POSCounselorPresentation-1.pdf
Pathway Development Team Kickoff Meeting Power Point

http://occrl.ed.uiuc.edu/Projects/perkins/documents.asp
Publications 

An Introduction To Illinois CTE Programs Of Study (June, 2008) 

Bookmark – Illinois CTE Programs of Study and Guiding Principles of Illinois Programs of Study (September, 2008)
Illinois Programs of Study Self-Assessment (September, 2008) 
Illinois Programs of Study Guide (in development)
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